
EXCAVATIONS AT THE NAMAZGA V LATE GRAVEYARD OF GONIJR I
(MURGHAB DELTA, TURKMENISTAN).
PRELIMINARY REPORT ON THE 1993 FIELD SEASON

SANDRO SALVATORI

The second excavation campaign carried out
by the “Centro Studi e Ricerche Ligabue” at the
Middie Bronze Age cemetery of the large urban
centre of Gonur depe 1 took piace between Au
gust 24 and October 10 19931.

Researches carried out during the 1992 field
season (Salvatori 1993; 1994) yielded the ioca
tion of a large graveyard to the west of Gonur
depe I where excavations directed by V.
Sarianidi (1990) brought to light a sequence en
compassing the periods usualiy iabeiled (Kohi
1992) as Namazga V Late and VI (from the last
quarter of the IInd to mid IIIrd mifllennium
BC). Test trenches opened at different iocations
in the area ensured we where in front of a cultur
aily homogeneous and large cemetery.
Nevertheiess we reahzed that the cemetery went
through an intensive footing practice of uncer
tain date whiie surely ancient. Such a practice
was oriented to the search for bronze, gold,
siiver and stone objects, hving sometime in situ,
or broken in and around the robbers pit, the
pottery funerary items (Saivatori 1993).

The graves, or better the majority of them,
are immediately evident after the surface ciean
ing thanlcs to the reddish colour changing of the
upper part of the ovoid to circuiar robbers pits
refulling. Others features (simple pit graves usu
aliy undisturbed and flreplaces) were easiiy de
tected because of the presence of a burnt mud
cup. For what simple pit graves concerns, the
1993 season confirmed the generai Iacking of
funerary goods with the dead that are mostly
chiidren and young adults. Furthermore we were
able to ascertain the reiatively complex proce
dure in use for this kind ofburials. After the pit
excavation, usualiy a shailow one, a fire was
iighted which produced the formation of a quite
compact reddish burnt layer aiong the wails.
After the walis hardening by fire, the dead was
piaced in the pit in a crouched position, iaying
on one side, and than covered with the excavated
soil. After an almost complete earthen refìlling

of the pit, at a depth of 10-15 cm beiow the sur
face a second fire was lighted and this covered
with a silt iayer hardened to red by the embers.

For what concerns the pits characterised by a
rubified seai ofsandy siit soil we thought errone
ously, last year, to be entrance pit to catacomb
graves. We were indeed surprised to notice that
the graves had been systematicaily visited in
antiquity. The deposit inside the pits and the
chambers was characterized by alternate sandy
and siit micro stratified thin layers sureiy depo
sited in a iong period of time through an evident
secondary and natural re-deposition process. The
presence of human bone fragments and sherds at
different depth in the fiiling was an obvious con
firmation of the toiling in of some of the dis
turbed items and bones from the edges of the
loothers pit. Oniy during the 1993 season we
were abie to recognize the very shape of the
graves. The complete removai of the
pedogenized surface layer shown the traces of
large rectanguiar pits of variabie dimensions (m
2X1.30 to 3.50X2) and mostiy isooriented
with the longer dimension on a north-south or
northwest-southeast axis. Many of those rectan
gular pits, as expected, were recut by sub circu
lar pits as a ciear signal of robbers activity. For
tunately some of the rectangular pits had no
traces of later recutting and so it was possible to
concentrate excavation activities mainly on those
undisturbed graves.

This grave typology seems to be reiatively
homogeneous in formai terms and very similar
to the one know from the shghtiy later cemetery
at Sapalii tepe (southern Uzbekistan) (Askarov
1973).

As referred above, after a 20 cm. lowering of
the present surface the traces of sub rectangular
pits are detectable. On the base of the excavated
sample they are, usualiy, between 60 and 100
cm deep. Along the western waH of the pit,
closed with a series of unfired mud bricks, a sub
terranean chamber was excavated. Mud bricks,
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generally of standard size (20 )< 40)< 15 cm) were
placed usually against the chamber entrance.
The chamber was not empty but £illed after the
deposal of the dead with sand and sandy silt.
Variabiliry in mud bricks pattern of disposition
could be valued only after a large number of un
disturbed graves will be excavated. The rectan
gular pit was refilled with the excavated earth
and we have found no evidence of structural ele
ments to be interpreted as burial signals. ‘We
can only suggest that the flhling, at least for a
number of years, made a kind of diamond
shaped relief on the burial spot because the earth
volume, which, after excavation, is obviously
greater than before. Such, though low, reliefs,
presumably rectangular in shape as the pit itself,
were visible in the graveyard area and could have
been a clear signal to the robbets whose pits ai
most ever centre the original rectangular pits.

The main excavation area during the 1993
season was an extension to the east and to the
south of the smali trench explored in the previ
ous campaign (Fig. 1). We have opened a sur
face of 1100 m2 with the evidence of 74 graves
and 7 fireplaces. Density is about 1 grave every
15 m2. The undisturbed graves percentage is
31%, while considering only the catacomb
graves the percentage of undisturbed structures
is only 15.3%.

Test trenches (C and D) were opened else
where to fix the western boundary of the
graveyard which is coincident with the traces of
an ancient meandering river-bed, easily detecta
bie on aeriai photographs, which flowed from
south to north fifty meters to the west of our
main trench. To the south of che main excava
tion area the graveyard lays for at least 600 m
(test B). To the north it doesn’t seem to extend
mote than 50 meters. With the next 1994 sea
son we wili try to trace back the eastern bound
ary of the cemetery and better specify its south
ern edge.

Of the 94 iocated features we excavated 42 in
cluding 5 fireplaces; 7 simpie pit graves, 2 of
which visited in antiquity; and / 26 catacomb
graves, 7 of which undisturbed.

Some of the iooted graves gave back nor a
sherd. Others, the majority, yielded pottery
sherds, often allowing the reconstruction of al
most complete vessel shapes, entire vessels and

stone objects. For what concerns iooted graves
we were able to notice that if the robbers pit is
located in the southern portion of the original
rectangular pit at list a part of the pottery fumi
ture of the graves, usualiy located to the north of
the dead head, was ofren iived in situ. Even the
pottery furniture was otherwise destroyed when
the robbers pit is located in the centre or in
northern haif of the original rectangular pit. In
the last case the first thing encountered by the
robbers reaching the burial chamber was the
pottery furniture.

As noticed above at least some of the
catacomb graves were left undisturbed by the ai
most systematic ancient looting. These allowed
us to trace back with certitude grave type, fu
iing and closing practices, disposal of the dead
and pattern of distribution of the accompanying
furniture, which some time turns to be of par
ticular complexity.

Grave inventory and description*.
Trench A:

Grave 10
Delimited during the 1992 season
in 1993. Catacomb grave looted
Chamber on a south-north axis.
FURNITURE: few rim fragments of a biconical
beaker in the refiuling of the robbers pit.
INHUMED: disturbed fragments from the long
bones of a subadult individuai.

Grave 11
Catacomb undisturbed grave. Rectangular pit
with the main dimension oriented on a south
north axis (m 2.60X1.60; depth m 0.80). The
chamber was obtained through a deepening of
the western portion of the pit fioor and with a li
mited excavation of its western wall. After de
position it was sealed with a series of ten unfired
mud bricks. The floor of the chamber was at
—1.20 m from the surface (Fig. 2).
FURNITURE (*dimensions are in cm):
1) Pear shaped bottle with narrow neck and
everted rim. H. 18.7, 0 max. 11.2, 0 at the
mouth 6.1, Ø at the base 6, th. 0.9 (Fig. 3/1).
2) Large biconical beaker on a iow concave foot.
H. 21.3, 0 max. 13.3, Ø at the mouth 9.8, Ø at
the base 6.8, th. 0.5 (Fig. 3/2).

has been dug
in antiquity.
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3) Truncated conical bowl with vertical slightly
concave rim. Slightly flared low foot. H. 8.1, 0
max. 18.6, Ø at the mouth 18.3, 0 at the base
5.3, th. 0.4-1.1 (Fig. 4/1).
4) Truncated conical bowl with vertical rim and
plain base. H. 8.6, Ø max. 18.4, Ø at the base
4.8, th. 0.4-0.9 (Fig. 4/2).
5) Truncated conical bowl with slightly in
verted vertical concave rim. Low sub cylindrical
foot. H. 9.8, Ø max. 21.5, 021.5, Ø at the base
4.6, th. 0.4-1 (Fig. 4/3).
6) Dark grey flint harrow-head. H. 2.8, W.
1.6, th. 0.4. (Of dubious pertinence: it was in
the silty deposit above, but separated from, the
left knee of the dead) (Fig. 4/4).
7) Necklace made by a bundie of nine twisted
golden lamina wires, with both ends capped
with a golden cylindrical beads. The necklace is
completed with a composite pendent made with
three golden vertically hanging wires spaced by
a plain rectangular golden lamina. Along each
wire three cornaline, turquoise and cornaline
beads are arranged while at each end a golden fi
nial in the shape ofsnake-like head is flxed. Pen
dent measures: H. 3.1; L. 2.3.
Pottery furniture was lain along the north-west
ern edge of the chamber. The necklage was
worn.
INHUMED: The dead, a female, was lying
crouched on the right side with the head to the
north.

Grave 12
Catacomb grave Iooted in antiquity. Chamber
oriented on a north-south axis.
FURNITURE: 1) Large belI-shaped cup on con
ical solid stand. Light green ware. Inside decora
tion made by tarallel horizontal red bands. H.
20.9, Ø max. 18.8, Ø at the base 7.5, th. 0.5
(Fig. 4/7).
2) Pear shaped or biconical beaker. H. 13.2, 0
max. 12.1, Ø at the mouth 8.6, Ø at the base
5.2, th. 0.5 (Fig. 4/5).
3) Truncated conica! bowl on low cy!indrical
foot; vertical, slight!y concave, rim. H. 7.2, 0
17.8, 0 at the base 4.7, th. 0.5-0.9 (Fig. 4/6).
Nr 2 was !ying at a depth of — 1.60 m from the
surface, in the secondary fi!!ing of the looters
pit. Fragments of the same pot were found
together with nrs 1 and 3 along the northern

border of the chamber. The other two pots as
we!l were fragmented.
INHUMED: a large number of human bone
splinters were scattered in the secondary filling
of the chamber and of the robbers pit as wel!.

Grave 13
Simple ova!-shaped pit grave (?) Iooted in ami
quity. The pit had a fired mud bed at a depth of
—0.20 m below the surface, cut through by a
rectangular pit which reached a depth of —0.45
m. No traces of human bones neither ofpottery
sherds bave been found.

Grave 14
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity.
FURNITURE: 1) Cylindrical bealcer with flar
ing rim. H. 19.8, Ø atthe mouth 10.8, 0 at the
base 7.2, th. 0.6-1 (Fig. 5/1).
2) Rim, neck, and shoulder fragment from a
smali jar. h. 4.8, Ø at the mouth 4.4, th. 0.35
(Fig. 5/2).
Nr I was found in the robbers pit fil!ing at a
depth of —0.40 m;nr 2 was lying no more in
situ, while complete, on the chamber floor at a
depth of —0.80 m below the surface.
INHUMED: no traces of human bones.

Grave 15
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity. Chamber
oriented on a north-south axis.
FURNITURE: 1) Fragment of truncated conica!
bow! with clipped rim.
2) Base of biconica! smail jar (?).
The two fragments were !ying in the secondary
fì!ling respectively at —0.30 and —0.45 m from
the surface.
INHUMED: no traces of human bones.

Grave 16
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity.
FURNITURE: 1) G!obu!ar miniature jar. Low
cylindrical foot; concave neck. H. 7, 0 max.
7.4, Ø at the neck 4.3, Ø at the mouth 4.2, Ø at
the base 3.8, th. 0.4 (Fig. 5/3).
2) Biconica! sma!l jar on low cy!indrical foot;
cylindrical neck. H. 8.3, 0 max. 8.8, 0 at the
mouth 5.3, 0 at the 3.8. th. 0.4-1 (Fig. 5/4).
3) Truncated conical bowl on low flared foot;
vertical, concave, rim. 11. 9.6, 0 max. 18.8, 0
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at the base 6.7, th. 0.5 (Fig. 5/5).
4) Hemispherical bowl on high flared foot. Bur
nished red ware. H. 11.7, 0 max. 21.7, Ø at the
base 6, th. 0.6 (Fig. 5/6).
5) Base and lower wall of unrecognisable pot
type.
6) Rim fragment from a biconical beaker.
7) Biconical bead from a grey nummolitic
stone. Bipolar piercing hole. H. 1.2, 0 2 (Fig.
5/7).
8) Several gypsum inlaids of two slightly differ
ent shape (Fig. 5/8).
A: rectangular with one end pointed and the
other one rounded. H. 1.7, L. 0.7, Sp. 0.2;
B: rectangular with one end rounded and the
other one straight. H. 1.5, L. 0.7, sp. 0.2.
Nrs 1-7 have been found at the base of the rob
bers pit, at —0.70 rn below the surface. Nr 8
pieces were scattered in the chamber secondary
fìlling.
INHUMED: human bone splinters were scat
tered everywhere in the secondary fulling.

Grave 17
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity.
FURN.ITURE: 1) Fragmentary (1/3) truncated
conical bowl on high solid conical foot and
slightly distinct rim. H. 11, 0 max. 22.9, Ø at
the base 6.5, th. 0.4 (Fig. 6/1).
2) Rim fragment from unidentiflable pot (jar ?).
Both sherds wete found in the secondary fihling.
INHUMED: few human bone splinters.

Grave 18
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity.
FURNITURE: 1) Truncated conical cup with
clipped rim. H. 14.8, Ø 16.8, Ø at the base 6,
th. 0.3-1.2 (Fig. 6/2).
2) Fragmentary lower part from a biconical jar
with moulded base. H. 1.9; 0 max. 20; Ø at the
base 9.3; th. 0.6 (Fig. 6/3).
Both items were found in the secondary £illing.
INHUMED: no traces of human bones.

Grave 19
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity.
FURNITURE: 1) Jadeite large biconical bead.
H. 2.7, 0 1.5 (Fig. 6/4).
2) Fragmentary smail truncated conical bowl
with vertical, concave, rim.

3) Fragmentary lower part of a biconical jar
with moulded base.
4) Five sherds from different unrecognisable
shaped pots.
The sherds were found at different depths in the
secondary flhling of the robbers pit, while the
jadeite bead was Iying on the chamber floor.
INHUMED: few segments from Iong bones in
the secondary fihling of the chamber.

Grave 20
Sub-rectangular shaped fireplace with walls har
dened by fire and charcoal deposit at the base (itt

0.80X0.55; depth m 0.50).

Grave 21
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity. Of this
grave the original pit has been dug and the
bricks closing the chamber entrance in the
northern undisturbed sector were cleaned.
FURNITURE: 1) Large bell-shaped cup on high
flared stand. H. 21, 0 max. 20, 0 at the base
7.7, th. 0.5 (Fig. 7/1).
2) Biconical beaker.
the mouth 6.6, Ø at
2).

bowl with short vertical,
H. 8.2, Ø max. 18.8, Ø at
the base 3.9, th. 0.6 (Fig.

4) Four fragments of a truncated conical cup
with clipped tim.
Nrs 1-3 have been found in situ. Nr. 4 was col
lected in the robbers pit fihling.
INHUMED: several skeletal elements pertain
ing to an adult male have been found both in the
chamber and in the secondary pit. The human
bones were largely disturbed. Portions of the
skulls have been found both in the chamber and
in the robbers pit secondary fihling.

Grave 22
Simple pit grave (m 0.80X0.50; depth m 0.60)
with walls hardened to red by fire and a fired
mud cover. On the pit floor a badly preserved
skeleton of an infant has been cleaned. He was
lying crouched on the right side with the head
to the south.

H. 12, Ø max. 10.6, Ø at
the base 4, th. 0.4 (Fig. 7/

3) Truncated conical
slightly concave, rim.
the mouth 18.4, Ø at
7/3).
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bead with bipolar
(Fig. 7/5).

at different depth in

conica! bowl

conica! bowl

lower
lying

Grave 23
ShaI!ow (0.13 m), sub rectangular fireplace (m
0.80X 0. 60).

Grave 24
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity.
FURNITURE: 1) Jar conica! neck fragment.
Grey-b!ack burnished ware. Handmade. H.
7.7, upper Ø 4.6, 0 !ower 8.4, th. 0.7 (Fig. 7/
4).
2) Fragment of clipped rim cup. Traces of a de
corative red band on the interior of the rim.
3) Fragment of truncated conica! bowl with dis
tinct, concave, rim.
4) Idem.
5) Biconical green stone
piercing hole. H. 1, 0 1.8
6) Lapis lazu!i sp!inter.
All the items were found
the robbers pit filling.
INHUMED: few human bones sp!inters.

2 5-28
Not excavated looted graves.

Grave 29
Simple pit grave of sub-rectangular shape with
wal!s hardened tored by Lire (m 1X 0.66; depth
m 0.40). At a depth of —0.10 ma !ayer of char
coal mixed with hearth was recognised. The in
humed was !aying at a depth of —0.40 m,
crouched on the !eft side with the head to the
north (Fig. 7/6).

30-33
Not excavated looted graves.

Grave 34
Catacomb grave Iooted in antiquity. Of this
grave the original rectangular entrance pit was
excavated (m 2X1.20; depth m 0.50; chamber
floor at —0.70 m). Pit orientation: north-south.
FURNITURE: 1) Biconica! smal! jar with
everted rim. H. 9, 0 max. 10.4, 0 at the mouth
6 (5.3), 0 at the base 4.3, th. 0.4 (Fig. 8/1).
2) Hemispherical bowl on conical, solid, foot.
H. 7, Ø max. 21.3, 0 at the base 4.9, th. 0.4
(Fig. 8/2).
3) Truncated conical bowl with vertical rim. 1-I.
6.8, 0 max. 17.2, Ø at the base 4.5, th. 0.5

(Fig. 8/3).
4) Jar waIl fragment. Black ware burnished
with a motive of paral!el zigzag lines. H. 11.5,
th. 0.7 (Fig. 8/4).
5 and 6) Foot fragments of indeterminab!e pots.
7) Rim fragments from a biconica! beaker.
Al! the items come from the flhling of the looters
pit.
INHUMED: on!y tibia, fibu!a and foot bones of
both the legs have been preserved in situ. From
their position is possible to understand that the
dead was crouched on the right side with the
head to the north. Other human bones were col
Iected in the robbers~ pit ful!ing.

Grave 35
Simp!e pit grave sub rectangular in plan (m
0.80X0.60; depth m 0.55). The opening was
covered by a layer of mud hardened ~to red by
Lire. The charcoal deposit remain of that Lire was
at a depth of —0.15 m below the surface. The
pit wal!s were hardened to red before the dead
deposition. A very badly preserved human skele
ton was c!eaned at a depth of —0.60 m lying
crouched on the right side with the head to the
north.

Grave 36
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity (chamber
floor at m —1.20).
FURNITURE: 1) Truncated conical clipped rim
cup. 15.4, Ø max. 16.8, Ø at the base 5.3, th.
0.6 (fìg. 8/5).
2) Fragmentary biconical beaker. H. 11.6, 0
max. 12.2, Ø at the mouth 8.5, th. 0.5 (Fig. 8/
6).
3) Fragmentary biconical beaker (not restora
bie).
4) Foot of large bell-shaped cup.
5) High!y fragmentary truncated
with distinct, vertical rim.
6) Sma!l fragments of a truncated
with distinct, sub vertical rim.
A!most al! the items were collected in the
section of the robbers pit fihling. Nr 5 was
along the northern edge of the chamber.
INHUMATED: large part of the skeleton was
found at the base of the robbers pit mixed to the
pottery items described above.
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Grave 37
Undisturbed catacomb grave. Sub rectangular
entrance pit with the longer side on a north
south axis (m 2X1.20; depth m 0.60; chamber
floor at —1.10 m). The chamber was on the
western wall sealed by a well arranged mud
bricks waIl (Fig. 9/1).
FURNITURE: 1) Globular jar with truncated
conical base. Rim missing. H. 18.7, 0 max.
19.5, 0 mm. 7.6, at the base 8.3, th. 0.8 (Fig.
9/3).
2) Truncated conical bowi on low cylindrical
foot. Vertical, concave rim. H. 7.6, ~ max.
18.8, 0 at the base 5.1, th. 0.4 vs. 0.9 (Fig. 9/
4).
3) Sub cylindrical cup on high flared foot.
Styiised tree engraved on the outher wall after
firing. H. 16.1, Ø max. 12.4, Ø at the mouth
11.3, 0 at the base 7.3, th. 0.6 (Fig. 9/2).
4) Truncated conical bowl on conical risen foot.
Sub vertical rim. H. 10, 0 max. 19.5, Ø base
5,4, sp. 0.6 vs. 1 (Fig. 9/5).
5) Biconical jar on siightly risen cylindrical
foot; high, distinct, sub cylindrical neck with
slightly everted rim. H. 21.4, 0 max. 17.8, 0 at
the mouth 9, 0 at the base 8, th. from 0.8 to
1.4 (Fig. 10/1).
6) Truncated conical bowi on flared foot. Sub
vertical rim. H. 9, 0 max. 19.3, 0 at the base
4.8, th. 0.4 vs. 0.9 (Fig. 10/2).
7) Onion-like shaped smali jar. Grey-black
ware. Sub cylindrical neck and slightly everted
rim. H. 10, Ømax. 12.1, Øatthemouth6.2, 0
the base 5.1, th. 0.5 (Fig. 10/3).
8) Chlorite biconical spindle-whorl. Bipolar
hole. H. 1.9, 0 2.8 (Fig. 10/4).
9) Calcite biconical spindie-whorl. Bipolar
hoie. H. 1.5, 0 2.5 (Fig. 10/5).
10,11) Bronzewireearrings. 1)H. 2.1,L. 1.2,
th. 0.3. 2) H. 2, L. 1.1, th. 0.3 (Fig. 10/6).
12) Lenticular chalcedony bead. Bipolar hole.
H. 0.7, L. 0.9, th. 0.2 (Fig. 10/7).
13) Neckiace pendent made with two paraliel
golden wires ending in a double spirai head. The
two wires are held together by a rectangular
golden spacer over which two turquoise beads
are on the wire. H. 2, L. 2.5 (Fig. 10/8).
14) Fragmentary golden and silver twisted
lamina (the proper necklace).
15) Conical golden brooch (or “catch”?) with

bent edge. At the depressed centre two spot,
projection-welding secured the ending point of
the necklace lamina wire (nr 14). 0 2, H. 0.5,
th. 0.1 (Fig. 10/9).
16) Hemisphericai bronze or copper bowi. H.
6.8, 0 11.5, th. 0.2 (Fig. 10/10).
17) Bronze pin with conical head. L. (10.4), 0
0.4(Fig. 11/1).
18) Bronze, compartimented and ajoure stamp
seal. Ø 2.9, H. 1.6, th. 0.4 (Fig. 11/4).
19) Unfired clay spindie whorl (?).
20) Bronze pin with conical head (found on the
ieft parietal bones). L. 7.8, 0 0.3 (Fig. 11/2).
21) Bronze needle. L. (8), 0 0.4 (Fig. 11/3).
22) Bronze cosmetic flagon with resin-like stop
per. H. 6.7, 0 max. 4.5, Ø at the mouth 2.3
(1.1), 0 at the neck 1.6, 0 at the base 2.1, th.
0.3 (Fig. 11/5).
23) Bronze cosmetic stick with flattened
lozenge-shaped head and the other end thic
kened. H. 16.2, L. max. 1.3, H. of the head
3.5, th. 0.15, 00.4 (Fig. 11/6).
24) Bronze palette with short, bent, tang. H.
18.2, L. max. 6.9, th. 0.3 (Fig. 11/7).
25) Disk-shaped bronze mirror with plain edge.
Ø 8.8, th. 0.2 (Fig. 11/8).
INHUMED: aduit female iying crouched on the
right side with the head to the north.

38-39
Not excavated looted graves.

Grave 40
Smail, sub circular shaliow pit with smail kid
ney-iike shaped chamber to the west (Ø m 0.85;
chamber floor at —0.20 m). Undisturbed.
FURNITURE: 1) Biconical beaker. H. 15.1, Ø
max. 11, Ø at the mouth 8.2, Ø at the base 5.5,
th. 0.5 (Fig. 11/9).
2) Truncated conical bowl on iow cylindricai
foot. H. 9.8, Ømax. 14.1, Øatthe base 5.9, th.
0.6(Fig. 11/10).
INHUMED: traces (a dark-brown outline) of an
infant iying on crouched on the left side with
head to the north.

Grave 41
Simpie pit grave with a sub rectanguiar pian (m
0.80X0.60; depth 0.60 m). Wails hardened to
red by fìre. The skeleton was Iying crouched on
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the left side with head te the north at a depth of
—0.60 m below the surface (Fig. 12/1).
FURNITURE: two bene pins with conical head
bave been found lying on the right parietal
benes. L. 10.4, Ø 0.3 (Fig. 12/2).
INHUMED: peerly preserved almost cemplete
skeleten.

Grave 42
Undisturbed catacomb grave. Rectangular entr
ance pit with the lenger side en a nerth-seuth
axis (m 1.50X0.90; depth 0.50 m). The
chamber was en the western wall sealed by a
series ef unfired mud bricks at angie against the
chamber entrance (Fig. 12/3).
FURNITURE: 1) Bicenical beaker en lew sub cy
lindrical feet. H. 13.6, Ø max. 11, 0 at the mouth
7.5, Ø at the base 0.4, th. 0.35 (Fig. 12/6).
2) Truncated cenical bewl en risen cylindrical
feet; distinct, vertical, cencave rim. H. 9.2, Ø
max. 21.8, Ø at the meuth 21.5, Ø at the base
4.6, th. 0.5 vs. 0.9 (Fig. 12/5).
3) Bicenical miniature pet. Unfìred clay. H. 6,
Ø max. 6.5, Ø at the meuth 4.6, Ø at the base 3,
th. 0.5 (Fig. 12/3).
Nrs 2-3 were lying en the inhumed head, along
the nerthern edge of the chamber. Nr I was
feund dose te the inhumed hands.
INHUMED: enly a dark-brown eutline ef the
inhumed was found, clearly shewing that the
dead was Iying creuched en the right side with
the head te the nerth.

43
Net excavated fireplace

Grave 44
Undisturbed catacemb grave. Rectangular entr
ance pit with the longer side en a nerth-seuth
axis (m. 1.20X0.60; depth 0.40 m; chamber
fleer at —0.60 m). Ne traces were feund of a
mud brick clesing ef the chamber, which was
epened en the western waIl ef the entrance pit
(Fig. 13/1).
FURNITURE: missing.
INHUMED: adult female creuching en the
right side with head to the nerth.

47
Net excavated fireplace.

48-50
Net excavated leeted graves.

Grave 51
Catacemb grave leeted in antiquity. This grave
was excavated because ef its unusual size, even if
it was clear frem the beginning that it was
leeted. The entrance pit was 1.60 m large fer
3.40 m leng. A rebbers pit was evident on its
nerthern edge. With the exceptien ef the nerth
ern portion and ef the chamber, the structure
was feund intact. The western and the seuthern
walls ef the entrance pir were lined with an un
flred mud bricks wall. The chamber, unusually
large was found accurately emptied by the Ieet
ers.

52-53
Not excavated leeted graves.

54
Net excavated fìreplace.

55
Net excavated leoted grave.

Grave 56
Undisturbed catacomb grave (m 1.30X0.96;
depth 0.50 m; chamber floor at —0.60 m). At
the base ef the rectangular entrance pit a circular
depression was excavated which gave back a
layer ef charcoal mixed with mud. In the entr
ance pit earth filling several nodules ef fired clay
were noted, leading te conclude that the pit was
cut threugh a simple pit grave. The chamber en
trance was sealed with two unflred mud bricks
(Fig. 13/2).
FURNITURE: 1) Pear shaped beaker. H. 14.4,
max. 11.7, at the meuth 8.8, at the base 4.5,
th. 0.5 (Fig. 13/3).
INHUMED: fairly preserved human skeleton
creuched on the right side with the head te the
nerth.

45-46
Not excavated leeted graves.

57
Net excavated leeted grave.
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58
Not excavated fireplace.

59-63
Nor excavated looted graves.

64
Not excavated fireplace.

65
Large trapezoidal fireplace
depth 0.30 m).

66
Not excavated looted grave.

Grave 67

(m 1.10X0.70/1;

Simple very shallow pit grave without any trace
of fìring (m i.i0x0.60; depth 0.20 m). The
grave disturbed because very dose to the surface.
FURNITURE: few sherds from a cup on stand
were scattered around the inhumed skull.
INHUMED: very badly preserved human re
mains. The body was iying on the right side
with the head to the north.

68-69
Not excavated iooted graves.

70
Not excavated fìreplace.

71
Nor excavated looted grave.

Grave 72
Undisturbed catacomb grave. Sub rectangular
entrance pit with the longer side on a north
western-south-eastern axis (m 1.40x 1; depth
0.45 m.; chamber floor at —0.50 m). The
chamber was along the south-western wall, sea
led by a waIl ofunfired mud bricks. Here again,
as for Grave nr 56, we found, on the entrance pit
floor, the trace of a circular depression with a
charcoal deposit inside. This last feature were
cut rhrough by the excavation of the grave
chamber. As in the case of Grave 56, here too
several backed ciay nodules were noticed in the
entrance pit filhng. It seems possible to
hypothesize that the pit was excavated in the

same piace ofan older simple grave pit (Fig. 13/
4).
FURNITURE: 1) Large beIl-shaped cup on high
flaring foot. H. 20.6, Ø max. 21, Ø at the base
7.5, th. 0.7 (Fig. 14/4).
2) Biconical beaker. H. 11.9, max. 10.5, Ø at
the mouth 7.9, Ø at the base 3.9. th. 0.5 (Fig.
14/3).
3) Twin pottery vessel (one half missing). Sub
globular smali jar with everted rim and plain
base. H. 7, Ø max. 7.8, Ø at the mouth 5.5, 0
at the base 5.4, th. 0.7 (Fig. 13/5).
4) Biconical beaker. Outline distorted by over
firing.
5) White stone spindle-whorl (?). Biconvex len
ticuiar in section. Bipolar piercing hoie. H. 0.9,
0 2.7 (Fig. 13/7).
6) Bronze cosmetic stick with thickened
rounded head and the other end pointed. H.
15.4, 0 0.7 (Fig. 14/2).
7) Unfired clay cosmetic flagon. H. 7, Ø max.
4.1, Øatthemouth2.7, Øatthebase2, th. 0.4
(Fig. 14/1).
8) Bronze, compartimented and ajoure stamp
seal decorated with an eagie with spread wings.
Ø 4.4, H. 2, th. 0.5 (Fig. 13/6).
INHUMED: fairly preserved human skeleton
crouched on the right side with the head to the
north.

73-76
Not excavated looted graves.

77
Not excavated possibly undisturbed grave.

78
Not excavated fireplace.

79
Not excavated looted grave.

80-8 1
Not excavated fiplaces.

Trench B:
(Trench B grave numbering was modified begin
ning with nr 100 = nr. 11 of the previous cam
paign. See Salvatori 1993).
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Grave 101
Simple pit grave Iooted in antiquity.
FURNITURE: missing.
INHUMED: fragmented sections of leg long
bones and of the peivis of an adult individuai.

102- 105
Not excavated Iooted graves.

Grave 106
Shailow simple pit grave iooted in antiquity.
FURNITURE: 1) Beil shaped cup on high flar
ing stand. H. 18.5, ~ max. 14.5, 0 at the base
7.1, th. 0.6 (Fig. 14/5).
2) Fragmentary beh
foot. The Iower part
16.8, Ø max. 12.1,

shaped cup on high flaring
of the body is stepped. H.
0 at the base 6.2, th. 0.6

(Fig. 14/6).
INHUMED: no traces of human bones were
found.

Grave 107
Catacomb grave looted in antiquity.
FURNITURE: 1) Biconical beaker on low sub
cylindrical foot. H. 12.2, Ø max. 11.7, Ø at the
mouth7.7, Øat the base 5, th. 0.6(Fig. 15/1).
2) Truncated conical bowl on risen flared foot;
distinct, vertical, rim. H. 9.6, ~ max. 18.5, Ø
at the base 5.8, th. 0.5 vs. 0.9 (Fig. 15/2).
3) Truncated conicai bowi in iow sub cylindri
cal foot. Distinct, slightly inverted rim. H. 7.8,
Ø rnax. 18.8, Ø at the base 4.6, th. 0.4 vs. 0.9
(Fig. 15/3).
4) Gypsum lump.
INHUMED: no traces of human bones.

Trench C:
(Numbering from 200).

200-204
Not excavated looted graves.

Grave 205
Simple pit grave (?) iooted in antiquity.
FURNITURE: 1) Fragmentary spouted vessei
with traces ofapplied animai figurine.
2) Pottery sherd decorated before firing with an
incised styiized tree.
3) Fragmentary giobular bottie with high cylin
dricai neck and everted rim.

INHUMED: no traces of human bones.

Trench D:
(Numbering from 300).

Grave 300
Undisturbed catacomb grave. Sub rectangoiar
entrance pit with the longer side oriented on a
north-south axis (m 2X0.90; depth 1 m).
Chamber on the western side sealed with a weil
arranged unfired mud bricks wail (Fig. 15/4).
FURNITURE: 1) Biconicai beaker on iow sub
cylindricai foot. H. 14.1, Ø max. 11.9, Ø at the
mouth 8.4, Ø at the base 4.6, th. 0.5 (Fig. 16/
1).
2) Pear-shaped smail jar. H. 17.3, Ø max.
15.2, Ø at the mouth 11.3, Ø at the base 6.5,
th. 0.7 (Fig. 16/3).
3) Truncated conical bowl on iow cyiindricai
foot; distinct, slightly inverted rim. H. 7.7, Ø
max. 18.7, Ø at the mouth 18.5, Ø at the base
4.9, th. 1 (Fig. 16/4).
4) SmalI bowl possibly cut out from a the lower
part of a pear-shaped beaker. H. 4.4, Ø max.
8.3, Ø at the base 5, th. 0.8 (Fig. 16/5).
5) Bronze pin with slightly flattened and bent
head. H. 12.5, Ø 0.5 (Fig. 16/2).
6) Two silver earrings. H. 1.8, L. 0.7 (Fig. 16/
6).
INHUMED: weii preserved young female skele
ton crouched on the right side with the head to
the north.

Comments

Even if heaviiy disturbed by the activity of
ancient iooters (the plundering antiquity is as
sured by the secondary pit refihiing process,
which seems to have been naturally completed
during a iong span of time. In fact it is charac
terised by a series of micro-stratified sand and
mud alternate iayers. Moreover, at ieast part of
the burial ground Is at present covered by
stabilized sand formations. On the other side we
have yet no one bit of evidence to speculate on
the time the piundering activity took piace) the
graveyard we discovered in the area to the west
of Gonur 1 North turns to be of relevance in the
study of the formative phases of the urbanization
process which took piace at the end of the IIIrd
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millennium BC in the regions later known as
Margiana and Bactria (Hiebert & Lamberg-Kar
lovsky 1992; Tosi 1988).

Materials recovered from the few undisturbed
graves since now Iocated corroborate the
hypothesis which consider the Murghab delta
Middie to Recent Bronze Age Civilisation as be
longing to a wider cultural region encompassing
both Bactria and Margiana as well. The new evi
dence coming from the Gonur graveyard points
toa welI established cultural koine of the Bactria
Margiana macro-region since the last fourth of
the IIIrd millennium BC (Namazga ‘/ Late
Period). Some of the grave furniture objects —

above all bronze stamp seals, cosmetic bronze
flagons, golden and silver ornaments — clearly
prove that the bulk of the objects coming from
plundered graves from northern Afghanistan
(southern Bactria) is to be dated to the same cul
tura! phase we are bringing to light with the
Narnazga V Late graveyard at Gonur 1. The
generai picture is one of a very dynamic cultura!

* All the object drawings are 40% reduced.

With the author the following people took part in the
1993 campaign of the “Centro Studi e Ricerche
Ligabue” Italian Mission: Dr. Donatella Usai (Istituto
Univetsitatio Orientale di Napoli), archaeologist and
designer; Mr. Gabriele Rossi-Osmida (Centro Studi e
Ricerche Ligabue - Venezia), tesponsible for logistics;

entity, which deveioped aiong the norchern bor
der of the Middle eastern urbanisation sphere
(Amiet 1986) keeping up trade relationships
with north-western Iran (black burnished ware
fragments from graves 24 and 34 are, indeed,
clear imports from che Gurgan P!ain area); with
the greater Elam (typical Bactria-Margiana im
ports were found at Susa: Amiet 1986, and,
above ali, at Shahdad: Hakemi 1972; Salvacori
1978); with the syrian area (Mari: Beyer 1989).
To the souch-east, trade-orienced exchange with
the Indus Valley Civilisation seems to be fìrmly
settled by the presence of discinctive Namazga V
Late materials at Quetta (Jarrige 1987), Sibri
(Santoni 1984, 1988; Jarrige 1985) and possibly
Mergharah VIII (Jarrige, Hassan 1989; Santoni
1984) and Nousharo (Jatrige 1994) in norchern
Baluchistan.

Soprintendenza ai Beni
Ambientali e Architettonici

del Veneto Orientale - Venezia

Prof. Andtea Drusini (Padua University), physical
anthropologist.
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his kind hospitality at Ashkabad.



24 SANDRO SALVATORI (RdA 18

BIBL1OGRAPHICAL REPERENCES

AMIET 1986: P. AMIET, L’ago dos écbanges inter-iraniens,
3500-1 700 avantJ.C., Paris.

BEYER 1989: D. BEYER, Un nouveau témoin des rela
tions entre Mari et le monde iranien au Illenie mii
lénaire, Iranica Antiqua, XXIV: 109-120.

HAKEMI 1972: A. HICEMI, Cataloguo do l’oxposition: Lut.
Sbahdad (Xabis), Tehran.

HIEBERT & LAMBERG-KARLOVSKY 1992: F.T. HIEBERT,
C. C. LAMBERG-KARLOVSKY, Central Asia and the
Indo-Iranian Borderlands, Iran, XXX: 1-15.

JARRIGE 1985: J.F. JARRIGE, Les reiations entre l’Asie
centrale méridionale, le Baluchistan et la vallée de
l’Indus à la fin du 3e et au début du 2e millénaire.
In: G. Gardin (ed.), L’Archéologio de la Bactriano An
cionne, Paris: 105-118.

JARRIGE 1987: ,J.F. JARRIGE, A Prehistoric Elite Burial
in Quetta, Newslotter of Baluchistan Studios, 4:3-8.

JARRIGE 1994: J.F. JARRIGE, The final phase of the In
dus occupation ar Nausharo and its connecrion with
the following cultural complex of Mehrgarh VIII.
In: A. Parpola & P.Koskikallio (eds.), South Asian
Archaoology 1993, Helsinki (in press).

JARRIGE, HASSAN 1989: J.F. JARRIGE, V. HASSAN, Fu
nerary Complexes in Baluchistan ar the end of the
Third Millennium in the light of recent Discoveries
at Mehrgarh and Quetta. In K. Frifelt, P. Sorensen
(eds.), Soutb Asian Archaoology 1983, Naples: 150-
166.

KOHL 1992: PH.L. K0HL,Central Asia (Western Turke
stan): Neolithic to the Early Iron Age. In: R.W.

Ehrich (ed.) Chronologios in Old World Archaoology,
Chicago, VoI. I: 179-195; VoI. lI: 154-162.

SALVATORI 1978: 8. SALVATO1U, Problemi di protostoria
iranica: note ulteriori su di una ricognizione di su
perficie a Shahdad (Kerman, Itan), RdA, lI: 5-15.

SALVATOR1 1993: 8. SALVATORI, The Discovery of the
Graveyard of Gonur-depe I (Murghab Delta, Turk
menistan): 1992 Capaign, Preliminary Report,
RdA, XVII: 5-13.

SALVATORI 1994: 8. SALVATORI, A Late 3rd Millennium
Graveyard at Gonur-depe 1 (Murghab Delta, Turk
menistan). In: A, Parpola & P. Koskikallio (eds.),
South Asian Archaoology 1993, Helsinki (in press).

SANTONI 1984: M. SANTONI, Sibri and the south ceme
tery of Mehrgarh: 3rd millennium connections bet
ween the northern Kachi plain (Pakistan) and Cen
tral Asia. In: B. Allchin (ed.), South Asian Arc/.iaoolo
gy 1981, Cambridge: 52-68.

SANTONI 1988: M. S~4NToNI, Aspects matérieis des cui
tures de Sibri et de Mehrgarh VIII (plaine de Kachi,
Baluchistan, Pakistan) à la fin du troisième et au dé
but de deuxième millénaires. In: G. Gardin (ed.),
L’Asio Centrale or sos rapports avoc los civilisations orion—
talos dos origines a l’Age dii Per, Paris: 135-141.

SARIANIOI 1990: V. I. SARIANIDI, Drovnosti stranii Mar
gush, Moscow.

Tosi 1988: M. Tosi, L’origine della civiltà protostorica
della Battriaria. In: G. Ligabue & 5. Salvatori (eds.),
Battriana. Una antica civiltà dello oasi dallo sabbie del
l’Afganistan, Venezia: 39-78.



EXCAVATIONS AT THE NAMAZGA V LATE GRAVEYARD OF GONUR 1

Q64

1994) 25

GO?6 t OPAVEVAJAD REA A

l’i’ EXCAVATIOII SEAS~A

t
Il

o»

I,

49

~29Q~° c-~
Q4t /‘~j

~ ~J9I

058

§25

t~i&

Q62

Qei

~6I

67

L~GOIDA

Io ‘I o

S.cond.,y prt,

re-.pr.c..

Prpary pJts

Fig. i



26 SANDRO SALVATORI [RdA 18

Fig. 2

2Fig.3 i



19943 EXCAVATIONS AT THE NAMAZGA V LATE GRAVEYARD OF GONUR 1 27

4

2

6
Fig. 4



28 SANDRO SALVATORI [MA 18

2

i
3

4 5

7

Fig.5 6



o’(‘4zoooo

e,

C’I

o’o’

‘o



30

6

SANDRO SALVATORI

o 5

[RdA 18

3
i

4

Fig. 7



1994) EXCAVATIONS AT THE NAMAZGA V LATE GRAVEYARD OF GONUR i

i

31

2

4

5 6

Fig. 8



-4L~
A

I

‘I-

Ct,

b

IS
,

C
N



1994) EXCAVATIONS AT THE NAMAZGA V LATE GRAVEYARD OF GONTJR I 33

o 4

ojJ

7

2

i

Fig. 10



TI~!J

9

9
9

o

I

o—~o_I,o-

£

81vp~1)DTOIVAIVSO~TUNVS



zooo

:~
CI,

Cnoo

CNtua
a
’

o
’

Lo



(RdA 18

H_

36 SANDRO SALVATORI

i

2

4

5 6 7
Fig. 13



19941 EXCAVATIONS AT THE NAMAZGA V LATE GRAVEYARD OF GONUR 1 37

o

2

i

4

5

Fig. 14



cc-voHo0zCn

[—
—

—
—

—
j’

‘I-’

ccen



1994) EXCAVATIONS AT THE NAMAZGA V LATE GRAVEYARD QE GONUR i

J2

—o

—o

6

39

4

Fig. 16




